Eclampsia is so serious a complication of 
give a trial at least to any new plan of management that holds out a hope of better results. So in the past few years we have heard much of Bossi's dilator, of thyroid extract, and of saline infusions, and a little of decapsulation of the kidney and of lumbar puncture. It will not, I suppose, be denied that the giving of saline infusions, the employment of Bossi's dilator, and the administration of thyroid extract or of iodide of potassium have all in a certain degree tended to diminish the risks of eclampsia gravidarum. Neither, however, can it be denied that they may all fail, even when combined with the best of the older methods, and when given by skilled On 12th October the temperature was 100-4, and the tension of the pulse had again risen; more than 65 oz. of urine were passed, and it had a specific gravity of 1030, contained 0*4 gr. of albumen per oz., and 6 gr. of urea per oz.
Vaginal examination showed no change in the state of the os and cervix, and the douching was continued. During the night of 12th October there were two fits; the chloral and bromide, which had been discontinued, were recommenced, and she was given saline enemata every four hours.
Her ?may be used to draw off the fluid; but in cases, such as eclampsia, in which the fluid is expected to be under high pressure, this may be unnecessary.
The theory of the mode of action of lumbar puncture in eclampsia is very simple, and may be stated in one sentence.
It is taken for granted that the convulsions are due to increased cerebro-spinal tension; therefore, if some of the cerebro-spinal fluid be removed by puncture of the arachnoid space the tension will be diminished, and the fits will for the time cease; this interval of freedom from fits may be utilised for other forms ?of treatment which will effectually and permanently remove .the cause which has led to the high tension.
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